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HONEYWELL DEVELOPS SAFER AMMONIUM NITRATE-BASED 
FERTILIZER; RECEIVES SAFETY ACT DESIGNATION FROM  

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
 

MORRIS TOWNSHIP, N.J., Sept. 23, 2008 — Honeywell (NYSE: HON) announced today it has 

developed a patented new technology to produce a highly-effective, safer ammonium nitrate-based 

fertilizer with significantly lower explosive potential. 

The new technology has already received SAFETY Act Designation from the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) under the Support Anti-terrorism by Fostering Effective Technologies Act, 

which was created to provide incentives, including liability protections, for the development and 

deployment of anti-terrorism technologies that can help mitigate security threats.  

“The unique composition of this new fertilizer makes it extremely difficult to turn it into a 

weapon,” said Qamar Bhatia, vice president and general manager of Honeywell Resins & Chemicals, 

which is one of the world’s largest producers of ammonium sulfate fertilizer. “Ammonium nitrate has long 

been an excellent fertilizer, but this technology makes it safer.”  

Independent tests using guidelines developed with the U.S. government demonstrated that 

Honeywell’s new fertilizer is significantly more difficult to use as an explosive. When mixed with fuel oil 

– a common method of using ammonium nitrate as an explosive -- the new ammonium sulfate nitrate 

fertilizer did not detonate. 

The new technology fuses ammonium sulfate with ammonium nitrate, providing both nitrogen and 

sulfur needed for efficient plant nutrition as well as enhanced safety, quality and storage characteristics.  

Honeywell is conducting pilot plant test production of the new fertilizer to finalize scale-up and 

engineering for manufacturing, and is also in talks with potential manufacturing partners. The company 

hopes to have limited quantities for sale in certain regions in 2009 and plans to market the material as 

Sulf-N® 26 fertilizer. 



 

 

Independent agronomic test on crops and plants -- ranging from grass to cabbage and tomatoes to 

strawberry and oranges -- found the new fertilizer to be as effect or more effective compared to alternative 

fertilizers, including straight mixtures of ammonium sulfate and ammonium nitrate. The tests, conducted 

over the last two years, were completed by major universities in the U.S., Canada and Brazil.  

Also, the new fertilizer is both non-hazardous and non-oxidizing as tested by United Nations and 

U.S. Department of Transportation standards.  

Honeywell worked with the DHS and the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives to develop testing procedures to evaluate the explosive potential of the new fertilizer. The tests 

were conducted independently by Energetic Materials Research and Testing Center (EMRTC), a division 

of the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology. As part of those tests, the new fertilizer was 

mixed with a number of substances, including explosives, sensitizer and fuel oil. In all tests, the new 

fertilizer significantly reduced or eliminated the explosive power of traditional ammonium nitrate.  

Honeywell Resin & Chemicals is a part of Honeywell Specialty Materials and is a global leader in 

the development and production of ammonium sulfate fertilizers, which it sells under the Sulf-N brand for 

both crop and turf applications. For more information, go to http://www.sulfn26.com. 

 
Honeywell International is a $38 billion diversified technology and manufacturing leader, serving customers 
worldwide with aerospace products and services; control technologies for buildings, homes and industry; 
automotive products; turbochargers; and specialty materials. Based in Morris Township, N.J., Honeywell’s shares 
are traded on the New York, London and Chicago Stock Exchanges. For additional information, please visit 
www.honeywell.com. 
 
Honeywell Specialty Materials, based in Morristown, N.J., is a $4.9 billion, global leader in providing customers 
with high-performance specialty materials, including fluorine products; specialty films and additives; advanced 
fibers and composites; intermediates; specialty chemicals; electronic materials and chemicals; and technologies and 
materials for petroleum refining. 
 
This report contains “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934.  
All statements, other than statements of fact, that address activities, events or developments that we or our management intend, 
expect, project, believe or anticipate will or may occur in the future are forward-looking statements.  Forward-looking 
statements are based on management’s assumptions and assessments in light of past experience and trends, current conditions, 
expected future developments and other relevant factors.  They are not guarantees of future performance, and actual results, 
developments and business decisions may differ from those envisaged by our forward-looking statements.  Our forward-
looking statements are also subject to risks and uncertainties, which can affect our performance in both the near- and long-
term.  We identify the principal risks and uncertainties that affect our performance in our Form 10-K and other filings with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 
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